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Message from the Mayor 

As we all know, Houston has been a national 
leader in economic growth.  In fact, annual job 
growth for the Houston area in 2007 has been          
projected at 2.6 percent – more than double the 
national projected figure. We are proud of 
Houston’s economic performance, and we 
know that the city will continue to exceed    
expectations in many areas. 
 
As we continue to work to attract people and businesses from 
around the globe, it is important that we also create an environment 
that encourages families to settle here.  Houston has recently been 
named one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People,      
competing with hundreds of other cities and communities for the 
award.  I am happy to report that Houston has a lot to offer: a      
dynamic work environment with an international pulse and an     
enriching city environment for families. 
 
 

Bill White, Mayor 

Message from the Chairman, International Liaison 

and Protocol Committee (ILPC), City Council  

Houston’s expansiveness and diversity create the 
ideal conditions for international exchanges.  
Over the years, the City of Houston has worked 
closely with governments, businesses, and       
individuals from around the world, to begin a    
dialogue that brings communities together. 
 
In the coming months, leaders from Houston will 
meet with the United Nations Ambassadors from 
Greece and Cyprus. Meetings of this caliber give UN diplomats a 
rare opportunity to experience first hand the variety of views and 
opinions that exist throughout our great nation.   
 
Our economic prosperity would not be possible without the solid 
relationships we have forged with other countries and cultures. I 
look forward to continuing my service on the ILPC and searching 
for ways to create new international relationships for the future.  
 

M. J. Khan, Council Member 
 

M.J. Khan 



February 15—Judge Robert 
Eckels will deliver the State of 
the County address, sponsored 
by the Greater Houston         
Partnership, at the Hilton   
Americas hotel.  His comments 
will include information on the 
year in review and the county’s 
initiatives for the year ahead. For 
more information, please contact 
ssmith@houston.org 

State of the County 

Address 

February 16—the Asia Society 
will host its annual Tiger Ball at 
the InterContinental hotel.  This 
year’s theme will be “Incredible 
India,” and Mayor Bill White  
will receive the Roy M.       
H u f f i n g t o n  aw a r d  f o r             
contributions to international  
understanding.  For more        
information, please contact 
susiew@AsiaSoc.org. 

Tiger Ball: Incredible 

India 

February 13—the Houston 
World Affairs  Council will    
present a lecture on Russia’s 
economic outlook, at the Junior 
League.  Dr. Andrei Illarionov, a 
senior fellow at the Cato         
Institute’s Center for Global   
Liberty and     Prosperity, will be 
the keynote speaker.    For more 
information, please contact 
www.hwac.net. 

Russia Now: An    

Economic Outlook 

Upcoming Events  

March 1— the Houston Dynamo 
will be facing off against current 
Central American Champion 
Puntarenas FC of Costa Rica in 
the first leg of their home series.  
The game will be held at the  
Aggie Soccer Complex in     
College Station, TX.  For more 
information, please visi t 
www.houston.mlsnet.com. 

Dynamo CONCACAF 

Championship 

February 27-28—the Houston 
Technology Center will host the 
“Energy Technology Venture 
Capital  Conference” at the Hyatt 
Regency hotel.  This event will 
assemble emerging energy    
technology companies, venture 
capitalists, private equity and 
corporate investors, and financial          
professionals.  For more         
information, please visi t 
www.houstontech.org. 

Venture Capital   

Conference  

February 22—Join hosts       
ConocoPh i l l i ps ,  Hous ton      
Wilderness and the Greater 
Houston Partnership at the  
Houston Club as they celebrate 
the unveiling of the Houston  
Atlas of Biodiversity. All        
proceeds will benefit Houston 
Wi l de rn e s s ’  edu c a t i on a l         
programs. For more information, 
contact (713) 524-7330. 

Houston Atlas of    

Biodiversity 
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Opportunities and Resources 

 

Employment 
 

● Legislative Assistant Office of State Rep. Dan 
Gattis.                                                                                 
Contact: hal.talton@house.state.tx.us 

 

 
 

● Executive Director, Texas Dragon Boat         
Association.    

     Contact: eugenelee94@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
 

● Accountant, TechTrans International (English 
and Mandarin fluency a must).                                 
Contact: Www.tti-corp.com 

Internships 
 

● Taiwan Tech Trek 2007, National Science   
Council of Taiwan. 

     Contact: http://www.nsc.gov.tw/ttt 
 

Scholarship 
 

● Univ. of Texas Free Tuition Scholarship         
Program 

     Contact: guy.graunard@utdallas.edu 
 

Award Nominations 
 

● Asian Chamber of Commerce’s 2007                    
Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 

     Contact: elsiehuang@asianchamber-hou.org 



Hu f f i n g t o n  aw a r d  f o r             
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The Global Bridge: Houston Minority Business Council 
Each month, the International Newsletter features “the Global Bridge” section, which introduces local 

business organizations dedicated to promoting Houston’s international image.  

Established in 
1 9 7 3 ,  t h e      
Houston Minority     
Business Council 
(HMBC) is a   
local non-profit        
organization that   
supports minority          
businesses the 

major corporations interested in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s             
relationships with them.  
HMBC’s overall slogan “We 
Mean Business,” accurately  
reflects its ultimate mission ‘to 
involve its members in efforts 

that will increase and expand 

business opportunity and     

business growth for minority 

business enterprises.’   
 

As a certifying arm for minority 
businesses, HMBC establishes 

itself as a clearinghouse for the 
identification of minority       
business enterprises (MBEs),  
facilitating their entry into the 
ma in s t r e am  o f  b u s i n e s s             
opportunities.  With certification, 
the minority business is           
recognized by most major        
corporations, the City of Houston, 
Houston Independent School   
District, the Port of Houston    
Authority, and the State of Texas. 
 
The Council is responsible for 
promoting business opportunities 
and the capabilities of minority 
entrepreneurs, and strives to 
eliminate barriers to equal      
economic opportunities for MBEs 
in the marketplace, by: 
 
(1) Keeping MBEs informed of 

marketplace developments; 

(2) Providing intentional learning 
opportunities to MBEs;  

(3) P r o v i d i n g  MBEs  w i t h           
development support;  

(4) P rov id ing  t r a in ing  and       
benchmarking opportunities and 
hands-on assistance to corporate 
members in MBE development; 

(5) Emphasizing the importance of 
minority business development 
to corporations, organizations, 
and associations.   

 
HMBC’s 1,027 certified minority 
firms have created 49,982 jobs and 
fuel our economy with $9.4 billion 
per year in sales.  It is extremely 
important that Houston’s minority-
owned firms continue their growth 
and expansion. 
 

—By Richard A. Huebner, HMBC 

R i c h a r d 

Huebner 

Mayor’s International Affairs and Development Council (MIADC) 
 

Each month, we will bring you the latest updates on the developments of the MIADCs: Africa, Americas, 

Asia/Australia, Canada, Europe, Middle East/North Africa and South Asia.   

MIADC/Europe will meet     
February 5 at 4:00-5:30 PM in 
the Stumpf Boardroom on the 
1st Floor of City Hall. 

Executive Board 

January 19—members agreed to 
convene a town hall meeting in 
late 2007, discussed how to     
attract business investments from  
Middle Eastern nations such as  
Turkey and the possibility of   
attracting direct flights from 
Royal Jordanian Airlines. 

Middle East/North Africa 

January 18—members discussed 
two initiatives: a televised town 
hall meeting to focus on Latin 
American issues, and potentially 
fostering international training 
programs and internships within 
the energy sector. 

Americas Canada 

January 17—members recapped 
the status of their various        
projects, such as supporting     
Canadian filmmakers in Houston, 
and the possibility of Canada    
being the featured country in the 
Houston International Festival in 
future years.  

Upcoming Meeting 

January 23—the committee chairs 
from all seven MIADC regions 
discussed their continuing plans 
for establishing an international 
hall, and how the council could 
support the 2007 and 2008       
International Festivals. 

On February 15—Mayor Bill 
White will host the chairs and 
chair-elects of the seven MIADC 
regions to a   luncheon honoring 
their first year of service. 

MIADC/Africa will meet       
February 13 at 4:00 PM-5:30 
PM in the Conference Room on 
the 4th floor of City Hall. 



Meet the Consular Corps in Houston  

Peru 

This month we travel to South America to a country known as the cradle of the Inca civilization, to talk to 
the Honorable Eduardo V. Rivoldi, Peruvian Consul General in Houston, on topics ranging from invest-
ments to humanitarian missions. 

 

Peru is a country known 
worldwide for its rich cultural 
heritage, its historical    
monuments such as Machu 
Pichu— the ancient mountain 
refuge of the Inca              
civilization—its beautiful    
colonial architecture, and its            
diversified arts scene. A    
conversation with the       
Honorable Consul General 

Rivoldi provides a glimpse into Houston-Peru    
relations. 
 
Peru has been one of Houston’s valued trading   
partners for decades, long before the official    
opening of its consulate in the 1960s. These long-
established ties between Houston and Peru have 
been further enhanced throughout the years by the 
launch of daily direct flights between Houston and 
Lima and by investments made by Houston-based 
companies in Peru’s energy sector. 
 
It is Consul General Rivoldi’s professional goal that 
“the consulate becomes an open door to the     
Houston community where the service offered each 
day becomes ever more helpful to a greater number 
of visitors.”  Thus, in addition to performing     
various administrative tasks, offering assistance to 
Peruvian businesses and the promotion of Peru’s 
image abroad, the Consul General also assists local 
doctors on humanitarian medical missions to other 
countries in the region. 
 
Consul General Rivoldi began his career in the   
Peruvian Foreign Service in 1984. He was inspired 
to serve in the Peruvian government because of his 
interest in history, international relations, current 
events, political science, and travel, all of which 
formed a solid foundation for his future career.  His 
love of Peru is clearly exemplified by his glowing 
description of his country, “Peru is a country     
containing a deep cultural richness; its natural 
beauty, monumental sites and depths are something 
to admire and love.”   

Map of Peru 

A sports enthusiast, Consul General Rivoldi has 
found various satisfying outlets in Houston’s      
thriving sports and recreational scene.  He regularly 
plays soccer with his family, practices tennis, rides 
his bicycle, and enjoys supporting local franchises, 
the Dynamo, Rockets, and Astros.  
 
Consul General Rivoldi’s recent efforts to make the 
port of Houston the prime U.S. gateway for Peruvian 
products, demonstrates his commitment to further 
improve the relationship between Houston and Peru. 
“I want Houston to become the natural door of     
access of the United States to Peru. Houston is     
already a very important city for the Peruvian      
nation,” Consul General Rivoldi added. 
 

—By Michelle Kneeland 

    

    

 

 

www.houstontx.gov/moiad 
-4- 

Did You Know? 

In 1994, Carlos Noriega, Peruvian-American     

Astronaut, was selected to take part in STS-84 and 

97 space flights.  He presented the Peruvian      

Consulate in Houston with a flag from his mission. 

 

Source: www.wikipedia.org 

Consul General Rivoldi 



 

www.houstontx.gov/moiad 
-5- 

Connections Across the Globe:  
This month we track developments taking place within the Houston Airport System, the Port of Houston 

Authority and Houston Sister City Association 

Houston Airport System (HAS) 

Recently, an Italian foods     
company, Aliseo Foods, broke 
into the Houston market via 
PHA’s  Barbours Cut Container 
Terminal with the arrival of its 
products on the Zim Line       
Barcelona Express. Owner    
Alessandro Fossati and U.S. Vice 
President of Aliseo Foods, Mark 
Dicks, visited PHA’s Director of 
Trade Development, John Horan, 
to show off their “Blood Orange 
Juice,” which is made from    
red-pulp oranges grown only in 

Sicily. Aliseo Foods Blood        
Orange Juice and other products 
will be shelved at Central Market 
and Whole Foods stores around the 
nation. 
 

Nearly 240 officials, dignitaries 
and guests convened at the    
Houston Petroleum Club on     De-
cember 18th at a PHA dinner to 
honor the men and women who 
comprise Houston’s consular 
corps. Houston is home to 86  con-
sulates, the third largest    number 

passed through the airport. 
 
In the future, Rick Vacar, director 
of the Houston Airport System, 
says that IAH will continue to grow 
to meet the needs of its travelers. 
"Houston is an international city 
that continues to grow,” he said. 
"As an airport, you have to be 
ready to grow with the market. We 
have been and will continue to do 
so – the FIS facility is proof of 
that."  
 

—By Juan Alanis, HAS  

it so impressive, however, is not 
the speed of service, but the 
quality of it.  
 
In 2005, the Houston Airport 
System inaugurated the FIS    
facility as a response to           
increasing demand from            
international travelers. A year 
earlier, more than 6.4 million 
international travelers had passed 
through IAH – that number is 
only expected to increase in the 
years ahead.  Last year, about 7.4 
million international travelers 

‘Better-serving the world since 

2005.’  This year marks the    
second anniversary of one of 
Houston’s most widely-known 
international icons: the Federal 
Inspections Services facility 
( F IS )  a t  Geo r ge  Bu sh              

Intercontinental Airport (IAH). 

One of the largest structures of 
its kind in the nation, spanning 
over 784,000 square feet, the FIS 
has the capability of processing 
up to 4,500 international        
passengers per hour. What makes 

in the nation behind New York 
and Los Angeles,             respec-
tively. 
 

PHA Chairman Jim Edmonds  
recognized the consular corps for 
its role in helping the City     
maintain its economic strength 
and for helping make Houston  “a 
thriving international business 
center that generates good jobs 
and an excellent quality of life for 
our City’s residents.” 

 

—By Edwin Henry, PHA 

Houston Sister Cities Association (HSCA) 

Since 1988, the Sister Cities   
International Annual Young   
Artists Showcase has been      
engaging youth in its unique  

mission of promoting peace 
t h r o u g h  mu t u a l  r e s p e c t ,               
understanding and cooperation. 
Young artists from around the 
world, ages 13 through 18, use 
their imagination to express the 
competition's yearly theme.  The 
2007 theme is “An open and      
accessible world for all.” 
 
This is the 11th year that Sister    
Cities of Houston will collaborate 
with local schools to represent 
them in the competition. Entries 

are also accepted from other sister    
cities.  The winner of the Houston 
competition will advance to the 
international competition to   
compete for a $300 cash prize. 
 

Teachers and students interested 
in participating should contact the 
Houston International Protocol 
Alliance at (713) 227-3395 or    
protocol@ghcvb.org by February 
16, 2007. 
 

—By Alma Maldonado, Houston 
International Protocol Alliance 

Port of Houston Authority (PHA) 

President of Sister Cities, Ellen  

Goldberg, Houston prize winner 

Blanca Puente and Mayor White. 
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While Houston is widely known as 
‘The Energy Capital of the World.’ 
Shanghai, one of the world’s fastest 
developing cities, is keenly         
interested in developing the own 
petrochemical infrastructure.   
 
During Mayor Bill White’s        
Economic Development Mission to 
China, last summer, Houston and 
the Jinshan District of Shanghai 
formally established a partnership 
whereby our city’s industry        
experience will be utilized in the 
planning the Jinshan Petrochemical 
Park, which will ultimately become 
o n e  o f  C h i n a ’ s  l a r g e s t                 
petrochemical regions. 

This partnership has made a            
significant progress, highlighted by 
the November 2006 ‘Jinshan                
Petrochemical Forum’ held in     
Houston and attended by over 40 area 
companies. The Houston-Jinshan  
District long-term collaboration     
continues in the form of the Houston-
Jinshan Petrochemical Cooperation 
Committee that includes industry   
e x p e r t s ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l            
stakeholders. 
 
For more information, please call 
( 7 1 3 )  2 4 7 - 1 4 5 3  o r  em a i l 
icch@cityofhouston.net.   
 

— By David Chang, ICCH 

Promoting Houston Globally: 
This month we track developments taking place in the Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau 

and the International Cooperation Council of Houston 

The mission of the GHCVB is to 
improve the economy of greater 
Houston by attracting conventions, 
tourists, film projects and foreign          
government officials to the area 
through sales and marketing      
efforts.  Towards that end, the 
GHCVB’s Tourism Department 
and the   Houston Image Group 
both have the objective to promote, 
market and ultimately sell Houston 
as a premier tourism destination 
for the domestic and international       
marketplace. 
 

The Tourism Department seeks to  
implement long term marketing 
strategies that help increase room 
occupancy rates in Houston hotels, 
and also provides incentives to  
leisure and corporate travelers to 
extend their stay in the city.  A 
staff of six focuses on “selling” the 
city abroad to major travel       
markets.  The GHCVB has three              

representative offices in the key     
markets of Mexico, Europe and Japan. 
 

The Houston Image Group (HIG) is in 
charge of international media and  
public relations, with a special        
emphasis on Houston’s largest        
inbound market, Mexico.  It also    
specializes in the creation of new    
image campaigns that promote    
Houston in emerging and existing       
markets, including the new Houston 
video and brochures, which have been 
translated into seven languages.      
Finally, the HIG hosts media                
familiarization trips for journalists, TV 
producers and even freelance writers 
that help increase Houston’s exposure        
internationally. 
 

If you have any further questions, 
please contact Daniel Palomo at 
dpalomo@ghcvb.org 
 

— By Daniel Palomo, GHCVB 

Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau  

(GHCVB) 

International Cooperation Council of Houston (ICCH) 
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FEBRUARY  2007 

Date Time  Event Venue Contact 

 

2/1/07  

5:00 PM 
Meet the Houston Dynamo: 2nd Annual Business Networking 
Reception 

Club VENUE (281) 788-9573 

7:30 PM 
University of St. Thomas, Center for Irish Studies: The Irish Celtic 
Tiger—Where It Came From and How It Works 

UST Cullen Hall (713) 525-3592 

2/2/07  

8:15 AM 
U.S. Trade and Development Agency: India—Oil & Gas Refinery 
Modernization Orientation Visit 

Hilton Post Oak www.ustda.gov 

1:30 PM 
Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce of Houston and 
AFT Consulting Business Seminar 

Westwood College, Suite 
101, Room 3006 

www.daocpa.com 

7:00 PM Society for the Performing Arts: Moscow Festival Ballet Jones Hall www.spahouston.org 

7:30 PM Chinese New Year Spectacular 
Cullen Performance Hall, 

Univ. of Houston 
(713) 201-4845 

2/3/07 

7:00 PM  Society for the Performing Arts: Moscow Festival Ballet Jones Hall www.spahouston.org 

7:00 PM 
Friends of Egyptian Children with Cancer: Banquet featuring Dr. 
Alaa El-Haddad 

Sheraton Suites Hotel  (713) 500-6242 

7:30 PM Chinese New Year Spectacular 
Cullen Performance Hall, 

Univ. of Houston 
(713) 201-4845 

2/6/07 8:00 AM Houston Chamber Alliance: Let Your Voice Be Heard in Austin Intown Chamber Office (713) 785-4922 

2/7/07 12:30 PM  
Houston World Affairs Council: Alternative Energy & Houston: 
Working for a Sustainable Future 

InterContinental Hotel www.hwac.net 

2/8/07 10:00 AM 
Port of Houston Authority Commission: Grand Opening and   
Celebration--Bayport Container and Cruise Terminal 

12621 Port Road (713) 529-5711 

2/9/07 8:00 PM 
China Central Television (CCTV): "Our Chinese Heart Movies 
Remembrance" Multi-Arts Variety Show 

George R. Brown         
Convention Center 

www.sellingticket.com/
Houston 

2/10/07 8:00 AM  Hermann Park Conservancy:  4th Annual Park to Park Run 
Minute Maid & Hermann 

Park 
(713) 524-5876 

2/13/07  

8:30 AM 
U.S. Small Business Administration and Unlimited Services    
Systems Management and Consultants:  Basic CEO Development 
Training Workshop 

U.S. Small Business    
Administration 

http://ussmc.com/sba3/
index.html 

6:00 PM 
World Affairs Council of Houston: Russia Now — An Economic 
Outlook for the World’s Largest Nation 

The Junior League www.hwac.net 

11:30 AM 
Asian Chamber of Commerce and Shell Oil Company: Monthly 
Luncheon—Bottom Line Results Through Leadership and   
Coaching 

Westin Oaks Hotel (713) 782-7222 

Noon 
Houston Minority Business Council: Networking Luncheon — 
What is the State of the Space, Oil/ Gas, and Medical Industries, 
and the Port of Houston Authority? 

JW Marriott Hotel www.hmbc.org 

2/14/07  

8:30 AM 
U.S. Small Business Administration and Unlimited Services    
Systems Management and Consultants: Basic CEO Development 
Training Workshop 

U.S. Small Business    
Administration 

http://ussmc.com/sba3/
index.html 

    



2/15/07 

8:30 AM 
U.S. Small Business Administration and Unlimited Services          
Systems Management and Consultants: Cost and Pricing Workshop 

U.S. Small Business 
Administration 

http://ussmc.com/sba3/
index.html 

11:45 AM Greater Houston Partnership: State of the County Address Hilton Americas ssmith@houston.org 

2/16/07 

8:00 AM 
Asia Society: Annual Corporate Conference — US India Business     
Relations 

InterContinental Hotel susiew@AsiaSoc.org 

6:30 PM  Asia Society: Tiger Ball 2007: Incredible India InterContinental Hotel (713) 439-0051 ext 17 

2/17/07 

10:30 AM Chinese Community Center: Lunar New Year Festival 
Chinese Community 

Center 
(713) 271-6100 

11:00 AM  Southern News Group: Asian Lunar New Year Festival Southern News Building www.scdaily.com 

8:00 PM  Society for the Performing Arts: KODO Drummers of Japan Jones Hall www.spahouston.org 

2/18/07 

10:00 AM  
Culture Center of Taipei Economic and Culture: Lunar New Year   
Festival 

Culture Center of Taipei 
Economic and Culture 

Office 
(713) 789-4995 

8:00 PM Society for the Performing Arts: KODO Drummers of Japan Jones Hall www.spahouston.org 

2/20/07 

6:00 PM 
World Affairs Council of Houston: The Last Forest — The Amazon in 
the Age of Globalization 

The Junior League www.hwac.net 

8:00 PM Houston Dynamo:  CONCACAF Champions Cup Costa Rica (713) 276-7500 

2/21/07 -- 
World Affairs Council of Houston: Educational Travel Series: India 
Trip 

TBA www.hwac.net 

2/22/07 Noon 
ConocoPhillips, Houston Wilderness and the Greater Houston      
Partnership: Luncheon unveiling of the Houston Atlas of Biodiversity 

The Houston Club 
www.houstonwilderness

.org 

2/26/07  

1:00 PM 
China-U.S. Center for Environmental Remediation and Sustainable 
Development: Inaugural Meeting 

Rice University atk@rice.edu 

6:00 PM 
World Affairs Council of Houston: A Seat at the Table — Engaging 
Syria 

The Junior League www.hwac.net 

2/27/07-

2/28/07 
5:00 PM 

Houston Technology Center: Energy Technology Venture Capital 
Conference 

Hyatt Regency Hotel (832) 476-9284 

2/28/07 11:30 AM 
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Lecture       
featuring Jeff Moseley, President of the Greater Houston Partnership 

Westin Oaks Hotel (713) 624-7131 


